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Summary 
In Parashat Lech Lecha God tells Avram and Sarai (who will 

later be renamed Avraham and Sarah to reflect their new connections 
with God), to leave their home and to travel to a new land.  God 
promises that in this new land Avram will become a big nation. 
Avram’s family will be blessed and they will be a blessing to others. 
Avram travels with Sarai and his nephew Lot from Haran to Canaan. 
There is not enough food in Canaan, which leads Avram, Sarai, and 
their household to move to Egypt. They eventually return to Canaan, 
much wealthier than when they left. Lot settles in S’dom.  

God later appears again to Avram and promises Avram that he 
will have many children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren.  God 
then instructs Avram in what he needs to do to confirm his own 
commitment--or covenant--to stay connected with God.  Sarai tells 
Avram that he and the servant Hagar should have a child together 
since she and Avram have not been able to.  Hagar becomes mother 
of Avraham's son, Yishmael.  

After this God gives Avram and Sarai the names Avraham and 
Sarah--reflecting the new promise--or covenant--that Avraham and 
Sarah make to stay connected with God. 
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Questions 
1) In Bereisheet, chapter 13, in this week’s parashah God gives 
Avram a mission--telling him to leave his land, his birthplace, and 
from his father’s house to go to the place that God will show him. 
In two different places in this week’s parashah God describes the 
blessing that God will give Avram and Avram’s family if they trust 
in and follow God.  In chapter 13, verse 16 we read: 

 ְוַׂשְמִּתי ֶאת־ַזְרֲעָך ַּכֲעַפר ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר  ִאם־יּוַכל ִאיׁש
  ִלְמנֹות ֶאת־ֲעַפר ָהָאֶרץ ַּגם־ַזְרֲעך ִיָּמֶנה׃ 

I will make your offspring like the dust of the ground--so  
that if a person can measure the dust of the ground, so too 
will they be able to measure your offspring. 

How might it be a blessing to Avram that his offspring will be like 
the dust of the ground?  <<pick 3>> 
 
I think that this could mean that Avram will have offspring that are hard 
to count.  They might be hard to count because there will be so many 
of them--like little pieces of dust. I also think it could mean that just like 
it is hard to see dust--because it sort of blends in with so many other 
things in the world--Avram’s descendents will be many, but will blend 
in well with the rest of the world.  
 

  



2) Two chapters later God talks about this blessing to Avram and 
his family in a different way, saying: 
 ַוּיֹוצא ֹאתֹו ַהחּוָצה ַוּיֹאֶמר ַהֶּבט־ָנא ַהָּׁשַמְיָמה ּוְספֹר ַהּכֹוָכִבים ִאם־ּתּוַכל ִלְסּפֹר ֹאָתם

 ַוּיֹאֶמר לֹו ּכֹה ִיְהֶיה ַזְרֶעָך׃
[God] brought [Avram] outside and said, “Please look  
toward heavens and count the stars. Can you count  
them?” And [God] said to him, “So shall your offspring  
be.”  

Why do you think that this time God might choose to tell Avram 
that his offspring will be hard to count like stars instead of 
repeating the blessing that they will be like dust? <<pick 3>> 
 

It’s possible that God is giving Avram a second explanation just in 
case he didn’t understand the first one, but I think what’s really 
happening is God is telling Avram that that his offspring will be stars. 
Like the stars, they will be many, and like the stars they will have 
permanent homes.   
 
 3) Would you rather be blessed with the first blessing--that your 
offspring will be like the dust of the earth, or the second one--that 
your offspring will be like the stars of the sky? <<pick 3>> 
 

I would rather be blessed with the second blessing.  Being blessed 
that my offspring would be like dust would not feel good, because it 
could mean that--like dust--they have to be kicked around and 
disturbed and moved from their places in order to exist.  Also you can 
blow dust and then it’s gone.  This might be a good blessing for 
people who are overly confident or full of themselves, but I would 
rather be a source of light and someone important, like a star.  I would 
rather be a rock STAR, than rock DUST. 


